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It seems to me quite useless to reply: the best will always survive
the shipwreck; for nothing seems less certain to me; and that confi-
dence implies a mysticism that I resist elsewhere. I fear, very much
on the contrary, that in this case the good may be swept away with
the worst, and refuse to believe in a God who "will always recognize
his own." In any adventure of this type one launches into the prob-
lematical and it is no good saying later on: "I did not intend just that";
for it is always just that that it was important to foresee.
It seems to me that there has not been brought out what, to say the
very least, seems strange: that 'mysticism" today is on the side of
those who profess atheism and irreligion. It is as a religion that the
Communist doctrine exalts and feeds the enthusiasm of the young of
today. Their very action implies a belief; and if they transfer their
ideal from heaven to earth, as I do with them, it is none the less in the
name of an ideal that they struggle and, if need be, sacrifice them-
selves. And even, and this frightens me, that Communist religion in-
volves, it too, a dogma, an orthodoxy, texts to which reference is made,
an abdication of criticism. . . . This is too much. I very well under-
stand the need of calling on authority and of rallying the masses to it.
But here I give up; or at least, if I remain with them, it is because my
very heart and reason advise me to do so and not because **it is writ-
ten . , r Whether the text invoked be by Marx or Lenin, I cannot
abide by it unless my heart and my reason approve it. I did not escape
from the authority of Aristotle or St. Paul to fall under theirs. Yet I
recognize the necessity of a credo to bring together individual wills;
but my adhesion to that credo has no value unless it is freely con-
sented to. I add that, in the majority of cases, the so-called freedom of
thought remains utterly illusory. And I understand very well that de-
sire to unify thought which is today tempting Hitler, in imitation of
Mussolini; but which can be achieved only at the price of what a fright-
ful impoverishment of thought! The specific and individual value yields
to some collective value or other, which ceases to have any intellectual
value at all.
1 September
To the questions asked in a circular of the Organizing Committee
of the World Youth Congress against Fascism and War, I replied:
Ta this autumn of 1933, before the arrogant resurgence of nation-
alisms, before the glorification of ancient idols in whose name nations
are being led to combat, the anniversary of the Russian Revolution
takes on a particular importance. We must take advantage of it to
consolidate our union.
"Today people claim to see Moscow propaganda in every popular
uprising in any country whatever; that there is propaganda goes with-